
Honors World Literature Summer Reading 2022

World Literature gives students a chance to increase the depth of their global and cultural
awareness, and our examination of global literary perspectives and traditions provides an
opportunity for discussion and a deeper understanding of other cultures. Alverno Heights
Academy summer reading assignments aim to encourage students to experience the pleasure
of reading and develop a lifelong habit of reading for enrichment. Reading encourages students
to build on their analytical  and vocabulary skills, and in turn, strengthen their individual writing
skills. The two assigned summer reading books for the summer of 2022 are a memoir by Reyna
Grande called The Distance Between Us and the novel Like Water for Chocolate by Laura
Esquivel.

1. The Distance Between Us by Reyna Grande is the true story of Grande growing up in
Mexico until she immigrated to America with her father at the age of nine. For this text,
please take notes specifically including three notable/memorable experiences of her time
in Mexico, three challenges of first year in America, and finally three moments that
encouraged her completion of higher education. While you do not need exact citations,
please take note of page numbers! These notes may be handwritten or typed, but they
will be needed for the assignment based on the book in the first few weeks of school.

2. Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel is a beautifully written novel that offers
incoming sophomores  a chance to experience literature from another culture, as well as
one written in a strong female voice. It also serves as a beautiful introduction to the world
of Magical Realism. Students must read the novel before the first day of classes and
bring with them a copy of a recipe they have enjoyed making. For the essay, I will give
instructions when they return from summer break. They will have an entire week to write
a fully-developed five paragraph essay addressing key themes, character development
and/or literary devices in this wonderful tale by Esquivel.

Have a wonderful summer!


