
American Literature: Summer Reading 2022
The best way to become better at understanding what you read is simply to read more and more!  Reading
improves your comprehension, makes you a better writer and improves your vocabulary.  In light of this,
the English Department encourages students to spend time reading for pleasure during the school year and
the summer.

This year, the English Department has chosen one summer reading book for incoming American
Literature students.  Each student must read and annotate the assigned novel before school begins.  Just as
when you were sophomores, you will be writing an essay and taking a test.

Please read The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett. “The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But
after growing up together in a small, southern Black community and running away at age sixteen, it's not
just the shape of their daily lives that is different as adults, it's everything: their families, their
communities, their racial identities. Many years later, one sister lives with her Black daughter in the same
southern town she once tried to escape, while the other passes for white, with  her white husband knowing
nothing of her past. Still, even separated by so many miles and just as many lies, the fates of the twins
remain intertwined. What will happen to the next generation, when their own daughters' storylines
intersect? Weaving together multiple strands and generations of this family, from the Deep South to
California, from the 1950s to the 1990s, Brit Bennett produces a story that is at once a riveting, emotional
family story and a brilliant exploration of the American history of passing. Looking well beyond issues of
race, The Vanishing Half considers the lasting influence of the past as it shapes a person's decisions,
desires, and expectations, and explores some of the multiple reasons and realms in which people
sometimes feel pulled to live as someone other than their own origins.
-GoodReads
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51791252-the-vanishing-half?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=pY8ADv0DXN&
rank=1

Task #1: Essay Question for an Outline

Choose one of the following topics on which to write a formal essay. Your essay should have an
introduction paragraph, a few body paragraphs and a conclusion. An outline of your essay is due on
Google Classroom the second day the class meets. See below for an example outline.  Please do NOT
write an essay.

Topic 1: In many ways, the town of Mallard is another character to the story. Discuss the impact of the
town on both the twins and Desiree’s daughter, Jude.

Topic 2: Discuss the relationships of Desiree and Early, Stella and Blake, and Jude and Reese.

Topic 3: Jude meets Reese, the love of her life. Discuss each of their traumatic pasts and how they bond.

Topic 4: Which sister ended up having the better life and why?

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51791252-the-vanishing-half?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=pY8ADv0DXN&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51791252-the-vanishing-half?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=pY8ADv0DXN&rank=1


Task #2: Multiple Choice Test

Prepare for the test by annotating your book. Please see the guidelines for how to successfully annotate
your book. You can use a physical copy of the book during the test for reference during the test, but no
other outside notes will be permitted. This test will be given during the second week of class.

Sample Outline with a Sample Topic
If you choose this topic, please revise with your own words.

DIRECTIONS: Please write in complete sentences. This is due the second day class meets.

Topic 1: In many ways, the town of Mallard is another character to the story. Discuss the impact of
the town on both the twins and Desiree’s daughter, Jude.

Thesis Statement: Mallard impacts the two women…

Body Paragraph 1: Topic sentence: Mallard impacts Stella…

Example 1: One way that the town impacts Stella…(cite specific evidence)

Example 2: Another way that the town impacts Stella...(cite specific evidence)

Example 3: Lastly, Mallard impacts Stella…(cite specific evidence)

Body Paragraph 2: Just as with Stella, Mallard impacts Desiree too in this way: …

Example 1: Mallard impacts Desiree…(cite specific evidence)

Example 2: Another way that the town impacts Desiree...(cite specific evidence)

Example 3: Lastly, Mallard impacts Desiree...(cite specific evidence)

Body Paragraph 3: Just as with the twins, Mallard impacts Jude …

Example 1: Mallard impacts Jude…(cite specific evidence)

Example 2: Another way that the town impacts Jude...(cite specific evidence)

Example 3: Lastly, Mallard impacts Jude...(cite specific evidence)


