
AP Language 2022 Summer Reading Assignment
Due the Second Day the Class Meets

The goal of summer reading is to reinforce the reading habits and skills acquired in the
previous grades and to build on common prior knowledge when introducing new reading
strategies and literature themes. Incoming AP Language students are asked to read two
books and complete reading comprehension questions only for the novel.  You do not
need to purchase the books, I suggest a library copy or a used copy if you must purchase.

Please arrive on the first day of school having read The Great Gatsby by F. Scott
Fitzgerald (1925). Complete the following questions for the book for the second day of class,
either on Google Docs or handwritten. My suggestion is to read the chapter, then go back and
answer its questions. A test on Gatsby will be given during the second week of school.

Please also read a Non-Fiction Selection, Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by
Brian Stevenson.  This is “a powerful true story about the potential for mercy to redeem us,
and a clarion call to fix our broken system of justice—from one of the most brilliant and
influential lawyers of our time.  Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the
Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those most desperate and in
need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped in the farthest
reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter McMillian, a
young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit.
The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal
brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever.”-Goodreads
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20342617-just-mercy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=G5mhGUzGN0&rank

Just Mercy should be completed by the end of Labor Day weekend and will be used for
rhetorical analysis and argument writing throughout the first semester. There is no assignment
due for this text during the first two weeks of school.

Questions for The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald
Study questions for the rhetorical devices and choices found in the novel: (Thanks to Ms. Troy)

Chapter1
1. Examine the connotative language Fitzgerald uses to contrast West Egg and East

Egg.

2. Look at the paragraph about Tom Buchanan beginning with, “He had changed since….”
Find and list ten words that contribute to the impact of the last sentence.  What is the effect
of the last sentence?

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20342617-just-mercy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=G5mhGUzGN0&rank=1


3. What is the first thing Daisy says in the novel?  In what different ways could you
interpret her comment?

4. Explain the context and the meaning of Nick’s comment about Tom Buchanan:
“Something was making him nibble at the edge of stale ideas as if this sturdy physical
egotism no longer nourished his peremptory heart.”

5. Why is the darkness “unquiet”?  (last sentence in chapter 1)

Chapter 2
6. Draw a sketch of the eyes of Dr. Eckleburg looking over the valley of ashes.  Literally,

what is this a picture of?

7. List the three most effective images with which Wilson’s character is established.  With
which character is he in direct contrast?

8. Why does Fitzgerald add the detail about the dog-biscuit to the description of the party at
Myrtle’s apartment?

9. How does Nick’s following comment give the reader insight into Fitzgerald’s handling of
point of view in the novel?  “I was within and without, simultaneously enchanted and
repelled by the inexhaustible variety of life.”

Chapter 3
10. Look at the first paragraph in chapter three.  Explain the following:

● its contrast with the previous scene (look especially at irony)

● the sentence which creates a magical tone--  How?

● the overall effect of Fitzgerald’s choice of verbs

11. What is the reason for and the effect of the shift in verb tense which occurs in the fourth
paragraph in chapter three?

12. From chapter three, pick one or two sentences you really like, write them, and describe
Fitzgerald’s style.



13. Explain the meaning and purpose of this sentence: “It was testimony to the romantic
speculation he inspired that there were whispers about him from those who had found
little that it was necessary to whisper about in this world.”

14. Explain the point of Owl-Eyes’s admiration for Gatsby’s library.

Chapter 4
15. Analyze the effect of language in the first sentence and first short paragraph

(ending with “crystal glass”).  Look carefully.

16. Explain how this comment characterizes Mr. Wolfsheim: “I understand you’re
looking for a business gonnegtion.”

17. Explain the significance of Wolfsheim’s cuff buttons.

18. Explain the significance of Jordan’s comment that “the pearls were around her neck.”

19. Considering chapter four, what is meant by this comment by Nick: “Then it had not been
merely the stars to which he had aspired on that June night.  He came alive to me,
delivered suddenly from the womb of his purposeless splendor.”?

Chapter 5
20. What atmosphere/feeling is created by the passage beginning “with enchanting

murmurs….” ending with “flight of stairs.”  Cite some examples of language connected
to this atmosphere.

21. What do you think of the shirt scene?  How does it affect your reaction to Gatsby and
Daisy?

22. Explain why “the colossal significance of that light had now vanished forever” and why
Gatsby’s “count of enchanted objects had diminished by one.”



23. Explain Nick’s comment about Gatsby’s dream, in the paragraph beginning with “As I
went to say goodbye….” and ending with “No amount of fire or freshness can challenge
what a man will store up in his ghostly heart.”  Connect to Nick’s comments in chapter
one: “Only Gatsby,--the man who gives his name to this book, was exempt from my
reaction.”

Chapter 6
24. Read this quote: “The truth was that Jay Gatsby of West Egg, Long Island, sprang from

his Platonic conception of himself.  He was a son of God—a phrase which, if it means
anything, means just that—and he must be about His Father’s business, the service of a
vast, vulgar and meretricious beauty.”  (Look up any unfamiliar words.)  Explain the
following:

● the effect of the Biblical allusion
● the point about the nature of service

After interpreting this comment, connect it to this quote from the introduction: “What foul dust
floated in the wake of his dream.”

25. Analyze the language in the paragraph beginning “But his heart was in a constant,
turbulent riot” and ending with “fairy’s wing.”  How does the language create a
dreamlike world?

26. Explain Gatsby’s attitude toward time.

27. Look at the last three paragraph, beginning with “One autumn night….”
● Which words contribute to the tone of mysterious excitement established

in the first paragraph?

● Explain the concept of “incarnation” in this passage.

28. What is ideal about Gatsby’s dream?  What is corrupt?

Chapter 7
29. How does Nick finally explain the charm of Daisy’s voice?  In what sense, then, is Daisy

connected to “His Father’s business, the service of a vast, vulgar and meretricious
beauty”?



30. What similar circumstance has been revealed both to Tom and to Wilson?

31. Myrtle, watching Tom fill the car with gas, draws two wrong conclusions.  What are
they?

32. Explain Nick’s fascination with Tom’s transition “from libertine to prig.”

33. Myrtle is killed by a car.  Whose car actually hits her?  Who did she think was in the car?
Why?

34. Explain how the last two sentences of this chapter continue the theme of Gatsby’s dream.

Chapter 8
35. Look at the paragraph beginning with “But he didn’t despise himself and it didn’t turn out

as he had imagined.”  Particularly note the second sentence: “He had intended, probably,
to take what he could and go—but now he found that he had committed himself to the
following of a grail.”  How does this allusion add meaning to the reader’s understanding
of Gatsby’s dream?

36. What simile in the paragraph beginning with “When they met again two days later it was
Gatsby who was breathless, who was somehow betrayed” creates a suggestion about
Daisy?

37. What effect does Fitzgerald create in the paragraph beginning “For Daisy was young and
her artificial world was redolent of orchids and pleasant, cheerful snobbery and
orchestras which set the rhythm of the year, summing up the sadness and suggestiveness
of life in new tunes”?

38. Why does Daisy marry Tom?  Connect this to her “paralysis.”

39. Explain this sentence: “But it was all going by too fast now for his [Gatsby’s] blurred
eyes and he knew that he had lost that part of it, the freshest and the best, forever.”



40. Read the paragraph beginning “I’ve always been glad I said that….”  How does this
paragraph extend the paradox of Nick’s feelings about Gatsby?

41. Read this passage closely, beginning with this paragraph: “Wilson’s glazed eyes
turned out to the ashheaps, where small grey clouds took on fantastic shape and scurried here
and there in the faint dawn wind” and ending with “That’s an advertisement,” Michaelis
assured him.  What could this passage mean?  (Remember the earlier comment, “He was a
son of God….”)

42. Who is that “ashen, fantastic figure gliding toward Gatsby through the amorphous
trees”?

43. Explain Fitzgerald’s use of the word “holocaust” in the last sentence of Chapter 8.

Chapter 9
44. Read the following from Benjamin Franklin’s autobiography:  Franklin is speaking of
his efforts to reach moral perfection:

“It may be well my posterity should be informed that to this little artifice [his plan to reach
perfection], with the blessing of God, their ancestor ow’d the constant felicity of his life,
down to his seventy-ninth year in which this is written.  What reverses may attend the
remainder is in the hand of Providence: but if they arrive, the reflection on past happiness
enjoy’d ought to help his bearing them with more resignation.  To Temperance he ascribes his
long-continued health, and what is still left to him of a good constitution; to Industry and
Frugality, the early easiness of his circumstances and acquisition of his fortune, with all that
knowledge that enabled him to be a useful citizen, and obtained for him some degree of
reputation among the learned; to Sincerity and Justice, the confidence of his country, and the
honorable employs it conferred upon him; and to the joint influence of the whole mass of the
virtues, even in the imperfect state he was able to acquire them, all that evenness of temper,
and hat cheerfulness in conversation, which makes his company still sought for, and
agreeable even to his younger acquaintance.  I hope, therefore, that some of my descendants
may follow the example and reap the benefits thereof.”

What in this chapter relates to what Franklin has written?  What is Fitzgerald suggesting?



45. Nick is comparing the vitality of his West with his memory of the East.  Look at the
paragraph beginning “Even when the East excited me most….” Particularly the part following
his mention of El Greco.  What language creates the tone?  What is the tone?  What is the effect
of this passage?

46. Read the paragraph beginning with “I couldn’t forgive him or like him but I saw that
what he had done was, to him, entirely justified.”  Read especially the part about Daisy and Tom.
Explain Nick’s point here, and connect it to his mention of the two things that Tom may be
purchasing.  How does this tie in to the “service of a vast, vulgar and meretricious beauty”?

47. How do the last four paragraphs of the book, beginning with “Most of the big shore
places were closed now” effectively connect the main ideas in the novel?

48. Did you like the novel?  Explain your response.


