
English Department



Faculty
Eileen Cameron Deanne Carnighan

Honors & Standard World Literature,
American Literature
AP Literature & Composition

Honors & Standard English 9 
AP Language & Composition
English 12



Hip Hop or Shakespeare?

“To destroy the beauty from which one came.”

“When would rather use their broken weapons than their bare hands.”

“I was not born under a rhyming planet.”

“Maybe it’s hatred I spew, maybe it’s food for the spirit.”

“Socrates, philosophies, and hypotheses can’t define it.”



English 9 Course Description

● Honors & Standard English 9 introduces students to various genres of literature 
such as short stories, non-fiction articles, poems, plays, and novels. 

● Students critically read from a group of writers, who are representative of a 
variety of cultures and eras. 

● Students write frequent responses to literature and develop their mastery of text 
comparison, analysis, interpretation, and judgement. 

● Other assignments include an argument essay, personal narrative, and a 
research project.  



Major Works for English 9/Honors English 9 

Amy Tan's The Joy Luck Club

James McBride's The Color of Water

Sandra Cisneros’ Woman Hollering Creek

Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca

Alice Walker’s “Everyday Use”

William Shakespeare's Twelfth Night

Sophocles' Antigone

Reading Goals: Mastery of literary terms and reading comprehension; Development of close reading & critical 
thinking skills; text comparison, analysis, and interpretation. 



Writing Assessments for English 9

Example Analytical Assignments: Example Writing Assignments:
Compare & Contrast Personal Narrative
Focus on Symbol Timed Argument Response
Focus on Characterization Research Project on Antigone
Focus on the Theme of Identity of Female Protagonists

Grammar Goals:  Understanding the effect of sentence structure 
Vocabulary Goals: Vocabulary integration within the writing assessments
Research Goals:  Information retrieval from the library & Internet



Listening & Speaking for English 9

Students are expected to actively listen and participate in class discussions; they will learn to communicate 
effectively in quarterly Socratic Seminars. Students are asked to read aloud in class and required to present 
in front of the class at least twice a semester.  

Participation is worth 10% of the overall grade. 

Speaking Goals:  Class participation, reading aloud (pace, pronunciation, enunciation, inflection), dramatic 
interpretation of poetry/dramatic scenes



Assessment for Honors at Admission

Students are selected to enroll in Honors English 9 based on the following: 

● English grade for 7th and 8th grades (A’s and B’s)
● Teacher Recommendation
● HSPT score in the Language section (In 2021, we will use a Placement Test)
● Timed Writing sample (Argument Prompt)

Maintaining a B or higher allows students to remain in the honors program culminating 
in AP English Literature.



Four Year 
Program

English 9

World Literature

American Literature

English 12

English 9 - Honors

World Literature Honors

AP English Language

AP English Literature

Creative Writing, offered to students in grades 10-12,
is a course that produces Calliope, our literary magazine.



AP English Language and AP Literature
Jane Austen Pride and Prejudice

Alice Walker’s The Color Purple

     Amy Tan’s The Bonesetter’s Daughter

Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter

Arthur Miller's The Crucible

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby

     Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood

     

Perrine's Literature: Structure, Sound and Sense

Octavia Butler’s Kindred

Thomas Hardy's Tess of the D'Urbervilles

William Shakespeare's Othello

Edward Albee’s Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

August Wilson’s Fences



Example of Major Works of Literature 
(for all 4 years)

The Color Purple by Alice Walker Octavia Butler’s Kindred 

Woman Hollering Creek by Sandra Cisneros Firoozeh Dumas Funny in Farsi

Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Adichie Tara Westover’s Educated

Tess of the D'Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre

William Shakespeare's Macbeth           Tennessee Williams' A Streetcar Named Desire 

Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? by Edward Albee The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood

Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter Henrik Ibsen’s  A Doll's House

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston Arthur Miller's The Crucible



All students will...

● read and think critically as they interpret and analyze literature, 
poetry, and non-fiction texts

● write effectively with a sophisticated voice in a variety of genres
● speak convincingly and with poise
● research and synthesize appropriate materials for persuasive 

writing
● develop an appreciation of literature and its interpretations



Reminder:

 To be entered into our opportunity drawings, please be sure to fill out the google 

form they discussed in the opening session.  I included the link in the chat box in 
case you still need it.” 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwOkXVaMABjiReUVp5cE_cR5a
qLchogQrrdChvbyRCB-e9Ag/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwOkXVaMABjiReUVp5cE_cR5aqLchogQrrdChvbyRCB-e9Ag/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwOkXVaMABjiReUVp5cE_cR5aqLchogQrrdChvbyRCB-e9Ag/viewform


Summer Reading for 2020

One goal of summer assignments is to reinforce reading habits and literary proficiency. Other goals 
include expanding vocabulary, improving writing skills, and developing one’s writing style. 
The English Department’s favorite goal of summer reading is immersing oneself in a literary journey. 

One essay and one creative project is required for both classes, though the novels differ. 

Standard: Read The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd and To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Honors: Read To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee and A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith



Example 9th Grade
Research Project from 2019-2020

TASK: Examine how both Sophocles’ play Antigone and Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from 
Birmingham Jail” address the issue of civil disobedience? Who else of interest has addressed this 
issue? Research another historical person or literary character who also engages similarly and write a 
well-developed essay in which you analyze their words and actions in connection with this topic. 

ESSENTIAL Q’S: How is civil disobedience practiced or defined by these people?  What does the 
person have to say about the non violence and/or civil disobedience? How does the 
gender/race/ethnicity/sexual orientation/social status of each disobeying individual impact the 
meaning and/or significance of the texts?



Example 10th grade 
MacBeth Project from 2019-2020

3 TASKS: Write a two-page description of your plans for your Macbeth Film Trailer including choice 
of genre, scene selection, characters, dialogue, location, stage direction and possible music choices.  
Complete a shot list that includes a shot by shot description of what you hope to film. Include titles, 
text and music choices. create a 2 to 3 minute trailer advertising your “version”: of Macbeth.  

ESSENTIAL Q: How does the use of color, music, voice, and movement come together to 
manipulate the audience into wanting to see the movie? How does the director create a vivid picture, 
and, in this case, a trailer, that captures the audience’s interest in the story?



Example 10th grade 
MacBeth Project from 2019-2020

Macbeth Trailer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vt-6XSkdLs8


Example 11th grade 
Author Project from 2019-2020

TASK: Conduct scholarly research in the library and on the 
Internet involving reading, researching, and writing about the 
life, historical context and literary works of an American 
author.  Demonstrate your ability to research, properly cite 
sources, and correctly format a Works Cited page.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: According to notable literary critics, 
how have my author’s life experiences, literary influences of 
the time period, and interaction with current events during 
his or her lifetime shaped/influenced his or her writing? 


